or assigning the work to others.   Danny would  only be  expected to "piddle
around" at light  tasks  in the warm,  dry,   fresh air  of  the well-illuminated
repair shop and would not be asked to go  underground  to work in the cold,
cramped,  wet  and  dusty environment of a  32 to 36  inch low coal  seam.

Bryant's  return to work on February  25,   1980 was  unremarked by top
management,  which was  unaware of the arrangement  for  "light duty" worked
out between Canady and Bryant.     Canady,   Joey  Stapleton and  the other miners
friendly to Bryant managed  to cover for  him on the  underground  tasks  so
that he was able  to work at  the  lighter  tasks  in the  relative comfort  of
the repair  shop*     Bryant   testified that   it was  during  this or the  following
week that his  stomach began to act up  so  that  he was,   or so he claimed,
seldom able  to eat  his onshift dinner.

There was nothing  in  the records, of Dr.   Fonesca1s examinations and
testing to corroborate  Bryant's  statement  that  he  had  complained  of  stomach
trouble as early as February 20 to 22.     Prior to March 12,   1980 Dr.   Fonesca
did not  treat  Bryant   for  any disorder  of his  gastrointestinal tract.   15/
As   a  result of Bryant's complaints he was treated prior to March 7,   1980
only for a sore throat  or what  the doctor called mycoplasma pharyngitis,
a   viral  infection of the  pharynx.     Despite  this,  Bryant convinced  himself
and Henry Canady that  he had a  stomach  and  lower respiratory condition
during  the  period   of February 25  t.o March 7 that  precluded, assigning  him
to   perform tasks  in the underground low coal  environment.

15/    Dr.  Fonesca  testified  that prior  to March 7 he  treated Bryant  only for
an   infection of his upper respiratory tract.
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